Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 
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PAGE 01 JAKART 04320 050923Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DLOS-09 FEA-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 ACDA-07 
AGRE-00 AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 COME-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-01 ERDA-05 FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 
INT-05 10-13 JUSE-00 L-03 NSC-05 NSF-01 OES-06 
OMB-Ol PM-04 SS-15 /120W 

050929Z 064280/15 

R 050830Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0250 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JAKARTA 04320 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS/ PLOS, ID 

SUBJECT: INDONESIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF US-INDONESIAN LOS NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: JAKARTA 4178 

1 . INDONESIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN RELATIVELY LITTLE COVERAGE 
TO RECENTLY CONCLUDED US-INDONESIAN BILATERAL TALKS ON 
LOS. ONLY TWO DAILIES (ALBEIT THE MOST IMPORTANT ONES), 

KOMPAS AND SINAR HARAPAN, HAVE PUBLISHED ANYTHING OTHER 
THAN THE JOINT STATEMENT (REF). EVEN THOSE TWO 

WENT LITTLE BEYOND THE JOINT STATEMENT AND THE GENERAL 
COMMENTS OF AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON IN HIS-PRE-DEPARTURE 
NEWS CONFERENCE. 

2. THE KOMPAS ACCOUNT. GENERALLY, WAS MORE POSITIVE, 

HIGHLIGHTING AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S CHARACTERIZATION OF 
THE TALKS AS A "VERY IMPORTANT STEP" AND "A CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE ATTAINMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE 
LAW OF THE SEA." SINAR HARAPAN, IN CONTRAST, STRESSED 
THAT THE OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS, BOTH IN THE JOINT STATEMENT 
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AND PRESS CONFERENCE, "REVEALED LITTLE OF THE TALKS" AND 
IMPLIED THAT NOT MUCH WAS ACCOMPLISHED. BOTH PAPERS PIN- 
POINTED THE TRANSIT PASSAGE ISSUE AS THE FOCUS OF THE DIS 
CUSSIONS. WITH KOMPAS QUOTING AN "OBSERVE OF DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE TALKS" AS SAYING SOME "COMPROMISE HAD BEEN 
ACHIEVED," WHILE SINAR HARAPAN'S SOURCE MORE CAUTIOUSLY 
STATED ONLY THAT "THERE IS CURRENTLY AN APPROACH TO 
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UNDERSTANDING IN THE FORM OF A COMPROMISE BETWEEN 'FREE 
PASSAGE' AND 'INNOCENT PASSAGE,' NAMELY 'TRANSIT PASSAGE."' 

RIVES 
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